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He has Risen!  He has Risen Indeed! 
33 They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they 

found the eleven disciples gathered together with the others 34 and 
saying, “The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared to Simon!”  

Luke 24:33-34 
 

 Years ago, I remember hearing a story taken from a missionary in Africa, 
who was working with a man who had just received Christ as his Savior, and the 
man had been of a different faith before that.  The missionary asked him the simple 
question, ‘Why did you become a Christian?’  The newly converted man with a smile 
looked at him and said, ‘Friend, suppose you were going down the road and sud-
denly the road forked in two directions, and you didn’t know which way to go. 
There at the fork were two men, one dead and one alive—who would you ask 
which way to go?’  His simple words made perfect sense to the missionary.   

 Two thousand years ago, there were 11 scared men, hiding away from au-
thorities in a room in Jerusalem.  They had abandoned the man whom they had 
called friend and whom they loved; the man they had called Savior and Lord.  They 
had felt his compassion and lived with his daily kindness and forgiveness for 3 years.  
On that dark Friday, two thousand years ago, those 11 faithful followers left their 
friend, as he walked towards the cross.  They were confused, they were frightened 
and they even wondered if what He had told them was true; ‘Was He really the 
Messiah?’  In three days, on the Sunday after, as the women came to perform the 
normal rituals of anointing the body of the deceased, something incredible hap-
pened.  On that early morning, the bright sun peeked into an open dark tomb, and 
as its light peered in, to their surprise, there was no one inside.  It was empty!  In 
Luke’s own words, he says the women were surprised by two angels arrayed in daz-
zling apparel, asking them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?”    

 Within moments according to John’s Gospel, one of the women, Mary of 
Magdalene, would see the greatest thing ever, a Risen Jesus, the Savior of all—God 
had raised Him!  Within that day in history, to all of their surprise, each of His fol-
lowers, those broken disciples and humble women, were changed forever. The 
promise of forgiveness and eternal hope was given through this perfect act of love 
through the Son of God.   

 

First United Methodist Church will strive to LOOK UP and pray, STEP FORWARD in  
faith, REACH OUT in Christ’s love and KNEEL DOWN in gratitude and thanksgiving. 

 

First United Methodist Church is called to go forth and make disciples for  
the transformation of the world. 

At A Glance... 
3.24—T.T. Meal (pick-up only) 
3.31—T.T. Meal (pick up only) 
POSTPONED:  4.1—Spring Thrift 

Sale & Beef Burger Luncheon 
Hopefully back on track: 
4.5—Confirmation; Communion—

Palm Sunday?? 
4.7—ICC; T.T. Meal (pick-up only) 
4.8—Pastor at Ministry Center 
4.9—Maundy Thursday Service?? 
4.10—Good Friday; Office Closed 
4.12—Easter Sunday!!  Sunrise ser-

vice at Red Haw; Breakfast at 
Church; Glorious Worship; No 
Confirmation 

4.13—Schools May Reopen 
4.14—T.T. Meal (pick-up only) 
4.15—Martha Circle??; Bell Choir??; 

Refuge??; Committee Meetings?? 
4.19—Confirmation??; Bells Play-

ing??; Ministry Committee?? 
4.20—Blood Drive?? 
4.21—T.T. Meal 
4.22—Refuge 
4.24—Coffee Clutch 
4.26—Native American Ministries 

Sunday; Confirmation 
4.28—T.T. Meal 
4.29—Refuge 
 

As of this writing all the above activi-
ties still listed are tentative.  I’m 
optimistic that we could be some-
what back to normal by the begin-
ning of he month of April.  But 
school will be out of session 
through April 12, Easter.  I pray we 
will be able to gather for Palm 
Sunday and Easter.  But please 
stay informed and safe. 
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That darn coronavirus—it has upset 
our cozy little existence—so much so 
that we have postponed the spring 
Thrift Sale and Beef Burger Luncheon.  
I can’t tell you when we will have it, 
but I can tell you this: (1) We are 
bursting at the seams with goodies to 
sell.  Please no more donations at this 
time (or run the risk of your items not 
selling here or until fall).  (2) When we 
do open we will need lots of helpers as 
usual.  More information to come as 
things evolve.  Thank you for your pa-
tience and understanding. 

All children and youth activities are 
cancelled as long as Chariton Commu-
nity School District is off due to the 
Coronavirus.  Hopefully by mid April 
we will be able to meet again. 

Until then, through email and Face-
book we will try to give you ideas to 
help you continue to grow in your 
knowledge and friendship with Jesus 
our Savior.  Pastor is also planning 
some video messages for email or Fa-
cebook.  Stay tuned! 

Refuge and Faith & Friends’ leaders 
miss you!  But stay healthy and stay 
strong during this uncertainty.  

Food insecurity:  During this time, we 
have found many shelves in our stores 
bare.  While we may have more than 
enough for ourselves, please consider 
still giving to the local food pantry and 
replenish the blessing boxes in your 
neighborhoods. 

We had lay servant training scheduled 
here in mid-March that may be re-
scheduled this fall.  We have several 
people within 1st UMC that have taken 
these courses. If you are interested, 
please let us know in the office and we 
can either answer your questions or 
put you in touch with someone who 
can.  For additional information and 
updates, see the conference website: 
www.iaumc.org and search for south 
central lay servant training.   

Confirmation:  Pastor Dave will try to 
touch base with each of our confirma-
tion students about ongoing lessons 
and updates.  If Pastor doesn’t have 
your (or parents) email, please let the 
office know.  Hope to see you soon! 

The 1st UMC scholarship application is 
available in the office, or on the bulle-
tin boards, or email me and I can for-
ward a pdf.  Deadline is April 1. Two 
$500 scholarships will be awarded to 
high school seniors in Lucas County 
through the application process. 

Also, through the conference there are 
a number of scholarships available.  
Visit www.iaumc.org or www.iumf.org 
for more information. 

Holy Week Observances:  If we have 
been cleared, we will celebrate Palm 
Sunday, April 5.  We’ll have the tradi-
tional palms symbolizing Jesus’ trium-
phant entry into Jerusalem.  We will 
celebrate Maundy Thursday, April 9, 
but without  the foot washing, sched-

Life as we know it —  

 On Easter as we hope to gather, more than two thousand years beyond 
that day, we share in that same story of hope.  We still yell aloud each Easter—

“Christ Has Risen!  He Has Risen Indeed!”  Today, it is that same Jesus that 
comes to greet you with new life, and new hope.  As we all know, we live in an un-
certain world, but there is one thing that I am certain of, that Jesus loves you and 
me, and He died for you and me, and He gives the greatest gift of all—that of living 
a new life today and an eternal life with Him in heaven—to you and me.  Will you 
receive that gift today and will you remember that we serve a Risen Savior, who 
will never leave us nor forsake us?  I look forward to seeing you on Palm Sunday 
and Easter Sunday as we praise this Risen Savior.   

Your friend in Christ’s love,  

Rev. Dave Hobbs  

Worship Leaders 
April 5—Palm Sunday—

Communion & Collection 
Liturgist:  Jon Lund 
Ushers:  Todde Folkerts, Jim 

Williams, Bill & Linda Baynes, 
Ann Moon 

Greeters:  Trish Hartz, Elsa 
Seuferer, Deb Black, Alice 
Glassinger 

April 12—Easter!  He Is Risen! 
Liturgist:  Craig Scott 
Ushers:  Jon Lund, Kevin & Deb-

bie Kent, Jack Szerensce, 
Miki Allen 

Greeters:  Linda Wycoff, Carol 
Johnson, Need Volunteers 

April 19—Bells Playing 
Liturgist:  Need Volunteer 
Ushers:  Bob & Kay Ulrich, Ken-

ny Mark, Patty Zahrobsky, 
Jewel Walker, Jim Secor 

Greeters:  Cindy Sellers, Dwight 
& Helen Thompson, Ray 
Thurlby 

April 26 
Liturgist:  Need Volunteer 
Ushers:  Karl Stone, Carol John-

son, Paul McKinley, Vicky 
Black 

Greeters:  Craig & Mary Scott, 
Trish McKinley, Mary Sandy 

 

We can always use more people 
on the list for liturgists, ush-
ers and greeters. Thank you 
to all our ushers and greet-
ers!  Call the office if you are 
interested! 

April Pantry Needs: 
Ministry Center’s needed items 

are:  pasta, peanut butter, 
canned vegetables (corn, peas), 

chili beans, syrup, dish soap, 
shampoo, bar soap, detergent.  

Thanks! 
Ministry Center—774-8146 

410 S 7th St. 
Open M/W/F 9:30-11:30am 

Last Tues Monthly 5:30-7:30pm 
Salvation Army Assistance availa-

ble during open hours. 



 

 

uled for 6:30 p.m.  Sunday, April 12—is Easter!  We are 
planning our usual sunrise service at Red Haw’s stone 
shelter (6:30am); breakfast at the church at 8am, and 
more great things at church for worship.  It will be so spe-
cial this Easter if we can gather again as a family of Chris-
tians with Jesus as our Risen Savior!  Pray that we can be 
together! 

We are hoping the other activities like committee 
meetings, UMW, bell choir practice, etc. can resume in 
mid-April, but we won’t know until closer to that time. 

Pastor Dave and I are planning to be in the office week-
days mornings until we are told otherwise.  If in doubt, 
give us a shout.  You can always email or call.  Please still 
keep us in the loop for prayer concerns, etc.  Even if we 
aren’t in the office, email us, we can check that from 
home. 

Happy Birthday! 
1—Ron Christensen, Landon Colburn 
4—Ayden Magnuson 
5—Ericka Graves 
6—Adrian Spiker, Kay Ulrich 
7—Chad Page, Mary Wood 
8—Micaela Duer 
9—Ky Curran, Trevor Mark 
10—Jordan Shoemaker 
11—Corliss Klaassen, Lori Masters, 

Cathy Reece, Tanner Sandy, Craig 
Spiker 

12—Sandi Partlow, Kaylyn Peterson, 
Lexi Smith 

13—John Hamilton, Cavan Magnuson, 
Tammy Sponsler 

14—Madelyn McFarland, Kobey Riech-
mann 

15—Nick Allen, Hailee Anderson, Linda 
Baynes, Willy Black, Chase Sandy, 
Taylor Sandy, Ethan Tordoff 

17—JoJo Yeager 
19—Riley Mackey, Mike Spiker 
20—Emma Constable, Kevin Kent 
21—Payten Gamble, Rodney Peterson 
24—Matt Williams 
25—Shari Johnson 
26—Reid Nickell, Elizabeth Peters, 

Spencer Snyder 

28—Brenda Peterson, Harold Prough, 
Rick Runyon, Ali Savage, Evelyn 
VandenOever 

29—Nellie Caylor 
30—Shannon Page 

Happy Anniversary! 
4/8—David & Karen Baker 
4/16—Tom & Julie Swarthout 
4/17—Bob & Kay Ulrich 

Thank You!  I cannot thank my church family enough for the support 
and prayers for my annual mission trip to Dulac.  This year was a 

challenge due to the reduced funding the Dulac Comm. Center  
(UMW project) received, just to keep up with it’s day to day oper-

ations. Many of our projects this year were to help maintain the 
center itself. UMW will be evaluating the building condition (recent 
storm damage/reduced funding) to see if repairs are possible or if 
demolition is needed (on part of the building). Please pray for the 

Center and the people it serves.   
Some of the programs the Center provides:  food pantry, thrift 

store, literacy program, computer lab, gym and programs for other 
visiting mission groups.  We, this year, provided diabetes training 
(nurse with our group), sewing and kitting classes, too. It was a 

blessing to be a part of helping those who help others! 
Good news, there is a plan to take our Chariton 1st UMC youth to 

Dulac in 2021!  More information will be forthcoming!      Miki Allen 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
Thrift Sale & Luncheon 

Postponed 
No BSF, F&F, Refuge, 

etc. 

2 3 4 

5   
9a SS/Conf?? 
10a Worship?? 

6 7 
5p Tuesday Togeth-
er Meal To-Go 

8 
9:30a Pastor at Minis-

try Center 

9 
6:30p Maundy Thurs-

day Service 

10 Good Friday 
       Office Closed 

11 

12   6:30a Sunrise  
         at Red Haw 
8a Breakfast 
NO Confirmation 
10a Worship! 

13 
 
School Resumes??? 

14 
 
5p Tuesday Togeth-
er Meal To-Go 

15 
9:30a Martha Circle ?? 
 
Committee Mtgs 

6:30p Refuge?? 

16 17 18 

19  9a SS/Conf 
10a Worship 
11a Fellowship 
11a Ministry Mtg? 

20 

 
2-6p Blood Drive 

21 
5p Tuesday Togeth-
er Meal To-Go 

22 

 
6:30p Refuge?? 

23 24 
 
1:30p Coffee Clutch 

25 

26 
9a SS/Confirmation 
10a Worship 
11a Fellowship 

27 
 

28 
5p Tuesday Togeth-
er Meal To-Go 

29 
 

6:30p Refuge?? 

30 
 

5/1 5/2 
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One Lord,  
one Pastor 

424 ministers 
1st UMC, serving Jesus 

in Chariton, Iowa,  
America and the World 

First United Methodist Church 
923 Roland Avenue, PO Box 672, Chariton, IA  50049 
Sunday School @ 9 AM  
Worship @ 10 AM, Sundays 

Pastor:              Pastor Dave Hobbs 
Office Hours:                   Mon-Thurs, 10am-2pm 
Phone:                   515-669-6145 
E-mail:          hobbsgelbvieh@yahoo.com 
 
Administrative Assistant:                                 Teresa Lahart 
Office Hours:        Mon-Fri, 8:30am-12:30pm 
Phone:                                  641-774-5023 
E-mail:          chariton1stumc@gmail.com 
 
Do not hesitate to phone if you, or someone you know, 
need pastoral care. Please notify us also of hospitaliza-
tions, sickness or needs. 
 
Please note, correspondence should be addressed to: 

 
First United Methodist Church 

PO Box 672 
Chariton, IA  50049-0672 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 1st UMC will strive to  

LOOK UP and pray,  

STEP FORWARD in  faith,  

REACH OUT in Christ’s love  

and KNEEL DOWN in grati-
tude and thanksgiving. 

“God gave you a gift of 86,400 seconds today.  Have you used one to say, ‘Thank you’ ?”  ~ William A. Ward 

April 2020 Newsletter 

 

 

During the pandemic, please call ahead before stopping at the 
office.  Office will be open most weekday mornings. 


